Newsletter for Grand Marais and Grand Portage Parishes

I s n ’ t I t G r a n d ! Advent 2017
FROM THE PEN OF FATHER DREW…
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
This past winter I got in a bit of a snowmobile accident and ended up in the emergency room with a broken clavicle. As I
was lying in the bed around 2 am, preparing for surgery to repair the injury, I was surprised when a fellow priest at a parish
approximately two hours away appeared at my bedside. I was shocked. I had very little pain, my injuries certainly weren’t
life threatening, and so I was surprised that a priest would travel such a distance to see me. The reason for this priest’s visit
was to administer a sacrament, a sacrament I had never received before, the Anointing of the Sick. It was a neat and beautiful experience to receive, yet another one of the Church’s seven Sacraments. It was something I certainly won’t forget.
I bring this up because I think some greater understanding or education on the Sacrament may perhaps be helpful. First of
all, the Sacrament is most commonly referred to as the “Anointing of the Sick”. Back in the “Old Days” you would often
hear it called “The Last Rites” or “Extreme Unction”. In the case where the Sacrament is administered to someone who’s
death is immanent this is a fitting name for the Sacrament. BUT, the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick can be administered to those who may not be in danger of immanent death, and so it is for this reason that we more commonly just refer
to this particular Sacrament as the “Anointing of the Sick” and not simply “Last Rites”. But “Last Rites” is fitting if the individual will likely die.
The Anointing of the Sick is one of the Church’s Sacraments of Healing. It is meant for the healing of the entire person:
body, mind, and soul. So who can receive it? Canon Law states that the Anointing of the Sick “is not a sacrament for those
only who are at the point of death. Hence, as soon as anyone of the faithful begins to be in danger of death from sickness or
old age, the fitting time for him or her to receive this sacrament has certainly already arrived.” In other words, if you are in
danger of death you should seek Anointing of the Sick.
Now, you may be thinking: “A broken collar bone, Father Drew? Were you really in any danger of death?” Well, I may not
have died from the broken bone. BUT, whenever a person is “put to sleep” or is given anesthesia there is always some danger of death. And so, I have anointed everyone from elementary aged kids to 102 year olds. Anyone who is about to undergo surgery can and should try to receive the Anointing of the Sick.
I hope that this instruction helps educate and also raises an awareness for those who can receive the sacrament. If you or
anyone you know is in danger of death due to old age, terminal illness, surgery, etc. please help inform them and me about
the sacrament. It is a beautiful and beneficial experience given to us by the Divine Physician, Jesus Christ, who himself
used material substances to cure the sick, and instructed his Apostles and priests to go do likewise (James 5:14-15).

CHANGES AT MASS FOR THE WINTER MONTHS:
I love this time of the year. Some of my favorite days lie ahead. However, this time of the year is also when flu and sickness
seem to spread. To help prevent spreading illness we will be making some temporary changes. From the beginning of Advent until Easter we will just have communion under the one species (the host). In addition, I would also like to encourage
us to avoid joining hands during the sign of peace and the Our Father. If you want to join hands with family or friends that
is understandable, but I just want to make sure that we are being respectful of those who may not want to shake or join
hands. So please be respectful.
I have been encouraged to implement these temporary practices by our Bishop and medical professionals. However, I know
there may be some who disagree. If you would like to talk about this feel free to contact me. I would be happy to have some
discussion about this matter. I do want to assure people that even though you may not receive the precious blood from the
chalice it does not mean you are receiving “less Jesus”. We still receive Jesus in His complete fullness by partaking of the
communion host - 100% body, blood, soul, and divinity is contained in the Eucharist. Thank you for your consideration and
understanding.

As we begin Advent, we light one candle in the midst of all the darkness in our lives and
in the world. It symbolizes our longing, our desire, our hope. Three “advents” or “comings”
shape our desire. We want to be renewed in a
sense that
Jesus came to save us from our sin and death. We
want to experience his coming to us now, in our
everyday lives, to help us live our lives with
meaning and purpose. And we want to prepare for
his coming to meet us at the end of our lives on
this earth.
So, we begin with our longing, our desire and our
hope.
When we wake up, each day this season, we
could light that candle, just by taking a few
moments to focus. We could pause for a minute
at the side of our bed, or while putting on our slippers or our robe, and light an inner candle. Who
among us doesn't have time to pause for a moment? We could each find our own way to pray
something like this:
“Lord, the light I choose to let into my life today
is based on my trust in you. It is a weak flame,
but I so much desire that it dispel a bit more darkness today. Today, I just want to taste the longing
I have for you as I go to the meeting this morning,
carry out the responsibilities of my work, face the
frustration of some difficult relationships. Let this
candle be my reminder today of my hope in your
coming.”
“Taken from Praying Advent, on Creighton University's Online Ministries web site:
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION:
Friday, December 8th, will be the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
and a holy day of obligation.
We will have a Vigil Mass on
Thursday, December 7th at
5:30 p.m. at St. John’s.
Mass at Holy Rosary will be at 9:00 a.m. on Friday.

Prayer for Advent
LIGHT OF THE WORLD,
Enter the darkness of
our hearts and renew
us in faith, hope and
love.
As we prepare to
celebrate the great
mystery of the
Incarnation,
help us to see your
presence in our world,
especially in the needs
of the poor.
Strengthen us to
become true peacemakers able to love
our
enemies and forgive
those who have
offended us. Lead us to
acknowledge our own
sinfulness,
accept your mercy and
extend your healing
love to those around
us. Amen.

Giving Tree—The First Sunday in
Advent! Watch for our Giving Tree.
Advent is a time of preparation, is a
time of giving. Select a tag from our
tree and purchase a gift card for fuel
or food from our local merchants: return the gift cards to the boxes by the
tree, by December 22, 2017. We will
distribute these to those in need
throughout all of 2018.

More At: www.stjohns-holyrosary.org—On the
parish website you will find more resources for
Advent. Check us out!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL !!!
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Carol Pratt
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Mary Mueller
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Mara MacDonell
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Fr. Drew
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Dave Wieben
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Richard Furlong III

January 25

Debbie Deschampe
January 26

We Celebrate the following Saints this Month:
St. Francis Xavier
St. John Damascene
St. Nicholas
St. Ambrose
St. Juan Diego
St. Damasus I
Our Lady of Guadalupe
St. Lucy
St. John of the Cross
St. Peter Canisius
St. John of Kanty
St. Stephen
St. John
The Holy Innocents
St. Thomas Becket

Tim MacDonell
John Franz
Susan Roy

January 27

Lori Dorr

January 29

Jim Zunker

We Celebrate the following Saints this Month:
Mary the Holy Mother of God
St. Basil the Great
St. Gregory Nazianzen, St. Elizabeth Seton
St. John Neumann, St. Andre Bessette
St. Hilary, St. Anthony
St. Fabian, St. Sebastian
St. Vincent, St. Marianne Cope
St. Francis de Sales, Saints Timothy and Titus
St. Angela Merici, St. John Bosco

Religious Education Notes:
Youth Mass: All youth in grades 5-12 are encouraged to participate in the Youth Mass on Sunday, Decem-

ber 17th at 9:00am. We will need youth to serve as lectors, ushers, gift bearers, altar servers and choir members.

Roadmap: Day retreat for 11th & 12th graders Saturday, December 9th, 9:30am-6:00pm at the College of St.

Scholastica. The retreat will help prepare students for the transition from high school to college. Roadmap is
being offered to equip students in four areas:
 How to know what is true - looking deeper into relativism
 How to be an effective student
 How to defend your faith
How to be a witness of your faith
For more information or to register, visit www.dioceseduluth.org/roadmap.

TOBIT (Theology of the Body Immersion for Teens): Retreat for 9th-12th graders January 12th-14th at Big
Sandy Camp near McGregor, MN. Mass - Talks - Adoration - Praise & Worship - Confession - Games Sledding - Bonfire - Friends - Small Groups! For more information or to register, visit
www.dioceseduluth.org/TOBIT. Registration deadline is December 29th.

Steubenville Conference Mission Trip 2018: Early bird registration deadline is January 23, 2018. The
mission trip is scheduled for July 16th-23rd for those currently in 9th-12th grades. The trip includes:
 Mission work in the Twin Cities,
 Staying at Concordia University on the way to...
 The Steubenville Conference in Kenosha, Wisconsin (July 20-22)!
 Also includes a fun day in Wisconsin Dells after the conference!
For more information or to register, visit www.dioceseduluth.org/Mission-Trips.

UNITED CATHOLIC APPEAL
We want to thank all of our parishioners of St. John’s and Holy Rosary who have made a contribution to this
year’s United Catholic Appeal. As you see in the bulletin, our people at Holy Rosary have reached their goal –
helped immensely by a very generous parishioner there who made a gift to be matched by other parishioners.
At St. John’s we still have a long way to go. We need $12,212 to meet our UCA goal of $25,950– and we have
to meet that goal by December 31st. To date, 46 households out of 130 in St. John’s have made a contribution.
Your gift permits many hugely important programs and agencies to work for the good of our diocese. If you
haven’t contributed to United Catholic Appeal this year, we hope you will still do so.

Lectors, Altar Servers & Usher Help-It is that time
of the year when our snowbirds leave and we are in
need of extra ministry help. If you can help out with
one or all the areas of need, please call the office at

Contribution Envelopes & Calendars—Will be
available after the first week of December in the
vestibule of church. Please pick up your envelopes,
and if you don’t have envelopes and would like
them, please contact Bridget in the office.

A GREAT CAUSE – CAN YOU HELP?
The Salvation Army does a huge amount of good in
our Cook County for the poor and needy. But they
can only do so
with our
help. On
Saturday,
December 9th ,
we need bell
ringers at Gene’s
IGA, starting
at 9:00 a.m. It
would be
great if we had
bell-ringer
coverage from 9:00 to 5:00 p.m. Can you help? If you
can, would you sign up on the sheet in the back of
church. Your help is greatly appreciated!!

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATION
Included in your Contribution Envelope packet
is an envelope to donate toward Christmas
Flowers. Please mark on the envelope if you would like
to donate in memory of a loved one. We print the list of
donations in the Christmas Bulletin.
Thanks for your donations.

Christmas Mass Schedule
12/24, Sunday 7:00 p.m. Christmas Prelude & Carols
7:30 p.m. Mass in Grand Marais
12/25, Monday, 9:00 a.m. in Grand Marais
12/25, Monday, 11:30 p.m. in Grand Portage
New Year Schedule
New Year’s Day Mass at St. Johns at 8:15 a.m.

Merry Christmas to all!

Pancake Breakfast —Join us on Sunday, December 17th for a youth liturgy at 9:00 am followed by
a pancake breakfast in the hall hosted by the Parish
Council and youth. This has become an annual tradition that the whole family can enjoy, don’t miss
it!
A Very Special Visitor Families with young children from
St. John's and Holy Rosary are invited to
The Annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
December 17 at 10 am in the social hall. Following
breakfast, there will be a special visitor stopping in
to visit with all the young children. Feel free to invite any grandparents, and bring your camera. There
will be stories and special treats. Reservations can
be made with Bridget at 387-1409. There will also
be a sign-up sheet at the back of the church. This
event is sponsored by the Sharing and Caring women's group. Bring a canned good for the Food Shelf.

Prayer for Christmas
EMMANUEL,
God-with-us,
The glory of your love for all
creation shines across the face
of the whole world. During
this sacred season, we treasure
the great gift of your coming
to us as a human being. May
we come to see you in our
sisters and brothers and to
love them as you have loved
us. Revealed first in a
Bethlehem manger and then
on Calvary’s cross, your love
strengthens and sustains us
each day. May we live in the
power of that love throughout
the year.
Amen

Dinner with Father Drew…
An invitation is extended to all to join
Father Drew for dinner at a local restaurant
after the Saturday, 5 p.m. Mass
every 3rd Saturday of the month.
This is a great way to get to know your
Priest, fellow parishioners and an
opportunity for a fun, relaxing evening.
Call the parish office at 387-1409, if you
plan on attending so we have an idea of
how many to expect.
Dates for dinner:
January 20th; February 17th; March 17th

COOK BOOKS…
Looking for a great Christmas
present? Check out Parish Cookbook.
They are $10.00 each. Many good
recipes from the great cooks and
bakers in our parishes.
Cover art work from our very own
John Franz!!
Pick up one, or two, or three today!!
Cook books are in the back of church.
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Mass Intentions
We have openings for Mass intentions. The
cost is $5.00 per Mass. Envelopes in the
back of church, or stop by the Parish Office

Stocking Stuffer Idea:
for your husband, your son, your father,
your brother or your friend. Register him
for the 2018 Catholic Men’s Conference
Men of Faith –Men of Spirit
The conference is February 17, 2018 at
Marshall School in Duluth
Registration available on-line at
www.duluthcatholicmen.org

Parish Council Members:
Father Drew Braun (Pastor) 320 491-7748 E-mail: stjohns@boreal.org
Peter Mueller (Deacon) 218-387-1386 E-mail: nordhaus@northlc.com
Michael Tibodeau (trustee) 387-1543 E-mail: quinn2014@gmail.com
Susan Roy (trustee) 387-9284 E-mail: madisonj@boreal.org
Justin Mueller (council member) 387-2429 E-mail: muellerjustin@hotmail.com
Francine Martin (council member) 218-877-7110 E-mail: fmarymartin@yahoo.com
Randy Schnobrich (council member) 475-0106 E-mail: handwerk@boreal.org
Julie Rannetsberger (council member) 370-0626 E-mail: jrannetsberger@yahoo.com
Mike LaVigne (council member) 387-1594 lavigne@boreal.org
Izabella Sheehan (council member) 387-1749 E-mail: izzanick@yahoo.com

